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Send items at least two weeks 
in advance of publication to 500 
Ala Moana Blvd., Suite 7-210, 
Honolulu 96813, fax 529-4750 or 
email mpennybacker@staradver-
tiser.com.

CONTINUING 
>> Alloys of Thought: Featuring 
mixed media works by students in 
advanced sculpture. Ends Friday, 
Common Gallery, University of 
Hawaii at Manoa Art Building, 
956-8364.
>> Association of Hawaii 
Artists 90th Anniversary Art 
Show: Through July 9, Honolulu 
Country Club Gallery, 1690 Ala 
Puumalu St., 541-3147.
>> “Conceptual Art 101”: Marcel 
Duchampt’s “Boite-en-Valise”: 
Single piece of artwork expresses 
how art is “less about the object 
than about the concept behind it.” 
Ends today, Honolulu Museum of 
Art, 532-8700, honolulumuseum.
org.
>> Exhibit of clay works: 
Through July 2, The ARTS at 
Marks Garage, 1159 Nuuanu Ave., 
521-3282, info@hawaiicraftsmen.
org.
>> “Figurations”: Works by var-
ious artists including portraits by 
Ann Oshita. Through July 1, Pauahi 

Tower Art Space, 1003 Bishop 
St., mezzanine level, annoshita@
earthlink.net.
>> “Hawaii Illuminated”: Paint-
ings by Holly Hughes. Through  
July 7, Gallery on the Pali, First 
United Church, 2500 Pali High-
way, 595-4047, hollyhughesillus-
tration.com.
>> Independence exhibit: In 
celebration of Philippines Inde-
pendence Day, showcasing local 
Filipino artists. Through  
June 29, Honolulu Hale, Lane Gal-
lery, 530 South King St., honolulu.
gov/moca.
>> “Lei Hulu”: Featuring historic 
feathered leis in the art gallery. 
Through June 30, Halekulani, 923-
2311, halekulani.com.
>> “Loose Leaf Notebook 
Drawings”: Richard Tuttle’s series 
of watercolors created in the early 
1980s. Ends today, Honolulu Mu-
seum of Art, 532-8700, honolulu-
museum.org.
>> “New Figuration”: Featuring 
artists Kay Armstrong, Alison 
Beste, Calvin Collins, Philippe 
Gross, Paul Levitt and John Ham-
blin. Through June 30, Mezzanine 
Gallery at Pauahi Tower, 1003 
Bishop St., 271-0952.
>> OOPPS Club (Original Oil 
Painting Pals) exhibit: Works by 
seniors from the Makua Alii Senior 

Center. Through July 1, Honolulu 
Hale Courtyard, 973-7258.
>> “Plastic Fantastic?”: The 
effects of plastic, as examined by 
five contemporary artists. Extended 
through Oct. 2, Honolulu Museum 
of Art, 532-8700, honolulu- 
museum.org.
>> “(tangential)”: Works by 
Geoffrey Siu. Ends Tuesday, 
Mission Houses Museum, Social 
Hall & Cafe, 553 South King St., 
447-3910, geoffreysiu.com.
>> Waikiki Parc features 
Percy Lam: Ends Friday, Parc 
Promenade Gallery, Waikiki Parc 
Hotel lobby, 2233 Helumoa Road, 
956-8251.
>> “The Wave-Odyssey of 
Earth”: Photography by Shuro 
Matsumoto. Through June 30, 
Canon U.S.A., Hawaii Office, 210 
Ward Ave., Suite 200, 522-5930.
>> “WOOD INK FIBER”: Juried 
exhibition of woodblock prints. 
Through July 9, Donkey Mill Art 
Center, 78-6670 Mamalahoa High-
way, donkeymillartcenter.org.

SPECIAL 
>> “MAMo at the MACC: Wear-
able Art Show”: With designs by 
Maile Andrade, Elisha Clemons, 
Koa Johnson, Anna Kahalekulu, 
Kehaulani Kekua, Manaola Hawaii, 

Marques Marzan, Keoua Nelsen 
and Wahine Toa. 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Maui Arts & Cultural Center, 
$35-$65, MauiArts.org.
>> “f808 photohawaii”: Cele-
bration of photography features 
talks, panels and screenings with 
local photographers, with special 
keynote guests Franco Salmoira-
ghi and Zak Noyle. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
June 27, Halekulani Hotel ballroom, 
$65, $55 (college students), $75 
(registration after Wednesday ), 
includes buffet lunch, 956-8400, 
f808photohawaii.com.
>> Laurie Sumiye Studio’s 
2017 Calendar Launch Party: 
4:30-7:30 p.m. July 7, Red Pineap-
ple, Ward Center, lauriesumiye.com.

LECTURES, MEETINGS, DEMOS
>> “The Creation Process: 
Injected Plastic Mold Figures”: 
Artist Scott Yoell demonstrates his 
mold-making technique for making 
miniature plastic figures. 10 a.m.- 
3 p.m. Saturday, Spalding House, 
$25. For reservations, email skram-
er@honolulumuseum.org.

WORKSHOPS/CLASSES 
>> “Botanical Drawing and 
Painting-Self Directed”: Bring 
#4 round brush, Bristol paper 

and watercolor set or watercolor 
pencils. Some drawing/watercolor 
experience is helpful. 9:30 a.m.-
noon Wednesdays, Hoomaluhia 
Botanical Garden, no fee, RSVP 
required, 233-7323.
>> Art lessons: Learn the basics 
of drawing and painting. Two-hour 
classes begin 12:30 and 3 p.m. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays, Waikiki Shore Hotel, 
mezzanine level. For ages 10 and 
older. Cost: $40. Call 927-0452 
or visit artsofparadise.com.
>> Botanical drawing and 
painting (non-instructive): 
9:30 a.m. to noon Wednesdays, 
Ho‘omaluhia Botanical Garden, 
free, reservations required, 233-
7323. Self-directed sessions 
to create renderings of plants, 
flowers, seeds and pods from the 
garden. Bring supplies.
>> Painting classes: Learn about 
color, composition, techniques 
and more that will “encourage your 
passion to paint” during three- to 
four-hour open sessions led by 
artist Hamilton Kobayashi. Ongoing, 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
$25 per class. Call 735-1802.
>> Palette knife oil painting: 
Ongoing classes taught by Ed Fu-
ruike. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednes-
days at Moanalua Shopping 
Center; and 6 to 9 p.m. Mondays 

and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursdays at 
915 Sheridan St. Call 206-0901, 
email furuikeart@aol.com or visit 
furuikeart.com.

NOTICES 
>> Call to artists: The Hawaii 
State Foundation on Culture 
and the Arts is seeking local 
visual artists who wish to be 
considered for the new Kona 
Judiciary Complex, with various 
sites on property for freestanding 
three-dimensional works on the 
building’s exterior. Applicants 
must be a Hawaii resident born 
and/or educated in Hawaii; have 
obtained most artistic training and 
development in Hawaii; or have 
made significant impacts in Hawaii 
through exhibitions, installations 
and/or commissions. Application 
deadline is July 3. Call 586-9955 
or email trisha.lagaso.goldberg@
hawaii.gov.

For a complete calendar, 
visit 808ne.ws/artweek- 
calendar

com com

T
here’s coffee, and if you head 
past the fancy gleaming 
espresso machine at ARS Cafe 
& Gallery — the newest addi-
tion to the Honolulu hipster 

scene — to the gallery in back, you can 
also get a charge from the irresistible “Gi-
ant Robot” exhibit on view.

In a chic white space, cheeky blue il-
lustrations of puppies on playground 
slides, acrylic paintings of cute-yet-tragic 
animals wearing masks, small counter-
top installations of cheery blue and yel-
low flowers with faces, and penciled 
manga drawings await your contempla-
tion. 

For this exhibit, works by Los Angeles 
artists Peter Chan, Maggie Chang, Luke 
Chueh, David Horvath, Mari Inukai, Deth 
P. Sun, Katsuya Terada and Yoskay Yama-
moto were brought together by curator 
Eric Nakamura, who launched Giant Ro-
bot as a magazine in 1994. “Back then 
there wasn’t much Asian-American pop 
culture in the news or media,” Nakamura 
said. “My idea was to create an outlet.”

The magazine quickly morphed into a 
worldwide celebration of Asian-American 
culture, exploding in popularity until at 
one point there were several Giant Robot 
brick-and-mortar stores, a retail website 
and a themed restaurant. After two de-
cades the brand is still influential, and Na-
kamura is respected for having provided 
many Asian-American artists with places 
to show their work.

“Eric developed and cultivated rela-
tionships with artists in the contempo-
rary art scene, including myself. A lot of 
us wouldn’t be doing art now without his 
name and reputation,” said Chueh, the 
only artist in the show who was able to 

come from LA to attend the opening re-
ception June 4.

Chueh’s work in the show includes 
12-by-12-inch acrylic paintings and 9-by-
12-inch graphite pencil portraits of bears, 
monkeys, pandas and chickens. Each 
piece treads the lines between cute and 
tragic, amusing and morbid. “I work pri-
marily with anthropomorphic charac-
ters,” said Chueh. “A lot of these animals 
have their own, tragic cultural narratives. 
For example, monkeys are just one chro-
mosome shy of being human, and chick-
ens can’t fly, even though they are birds.”

The bear and panda illustrations, he 
said, are metaphors for himself — his 
nickname growing up was “Bear,” and the 
pandas, like him, are of Chinese descent. 
“I grew up in Fresno, Calif., and experi-
enced a lot of hardship, such as outright 
racism and bullying, that I don’t think I 
would have experienced if I was in Ha-
waii,” Chueh said.

“Of course,” he added, “I’m 43 now, and 
I’ve outgrown a lot of those experiences, 
but I find myself referring to them in my 
work in ways that are beyond just the 
negative, and modify them.”

Nakamura hopes to bring another Giant 
Robot exhibit to Hawaii next year and make 
it an annual event. “We have a fan base 
here, and I think Hawaii, with its mix of cul-
tures, is receptive to Giant Robot, even if 
the art market might be smaller than LA.” 

The exhibit provides just a small but in-
triguing glimpse into the vast Giant Robot 
universe, and makes a perfect fit for ARS 
Cafe & Gallery’s eclectic vibe. Behind the 
diverse artwork of adorable things and a 
culture of cute, the exhibit subtly reminds 
us that while we might take Hawaii’s em-
brace of Asian-American culture for 
granted, there were many who have had 
— or still have — a long struggle to find 
acceptance.

ON EXHIBIT
>>  What: “Giant Robot” exhibit, featuring illustrations, paintings 

and installations by Peter Chan, Maggie Chang, Luke Chueh, 
David Horvath, Mari Inukai, Deth P. Sun, Katsuya Terada and 
Yoskay Yamamoto

>>  Where: ARS Cafe & Gallery, 3116 Monsarrat Ave.
>>  When: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to Thursday, 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m Sunday. Through June 30.
>>  Admission: Free
>>  Information: arscafediamondhead@gmail.com, ars-cafe.com

“Giant Robot” show from Los Angeles lands in Honolulu
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Special to the Star-Advertiser

 COURTESY ERIC NAKAMURA

“Flowers 1,” “Flowers 2” and “Flowers 3, 2016,” are three 
installations on display at ARS Cafe & Gallery, by Giant  
Robot artist Yoskay Yamamoto.

COURTESY LUKE CHUEH

Artist Luke Chueh’s paintings are “Grimace,” left, “Monkey 
King” and “Panda (Melting).” The artist said the panda is 
representative of his personal experiences dealing with  
racism and bullying as a child.
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